Criteria for Comparing
Management and Disposition
Options
The primary goal in the management and disposition of excess weapons plutonium should be to minimize the risks to national and international security posed by the existence of this material. Accordingly, the discussion of criteria for comparing the possible approaches in this report begins with these security risks. The issues of timing and capacity—how quickly an approach can be put into operation and how rapidly it can process weapons plutonium thereafter— are tightly intertwined with other aspects of security, and these matters are treated together here. The report then turns to criteria related to economics; environment, health, and safety; and other policies and objectives.
This presentation of criteria aims to be comprehensive, as a guide for further analyses. The constraints of this study, however, did not permit applying them with the same rigor described below; instead, in developing its recommendations, the committee has applied these criteria in more general terms.
CRITERIA RELATED TO SECURITY, TIMING, AND CAPACITY
As described in Chapter 1, the goal of minimizing security risks from excess weapons plutonium can be divided into three objectives:
1. to minimize the risk that either weapons or fissile materials could be obtained by unauthorized parties;
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